Mentone Park
Primary School
Reaching Higher

Welcome to Cameron's Corner
What a start! Already the children have been back to school for less than two weeks and
school life sure has moved at a rapid pace. Last week we welcomed our new Foundation
students as well as a number of students at a variety of levels. Students (and staff) have
made new friends, met new teachers, planned lots of exciting events for both the term and
the year, started our specialist’s programs, and settled into class routines splendidly.
Travelling around the school to visit the classrooms, I have been amazed at how well the
students have settled in to their learning. Our new Foundation students look like they have
been here for months and our middle and senior students have hit the ground running,
which is a testament to everyone involved. Students have completed a range of activities
that help build strong relationships with their teachers and peers, and established a path for
a happy and successful year of learning.
The struggles of lockdown and isolation last year highlighted the importance of connection.
Forming and cementing strong relationships will build trust and respect as teachers and
students get to know each other: each child’s interests, family members, friends,
experiences, hopes, fears, etc. significant as we personalize learning.
Thank you to our community for respecting the very sudden changes to school yard and
building access this week. As protocols change, schools are asked to be immediately
responsive and I would like to thank all of you for your understanding.


Parents / Guardians may enter the office area only. There is no access to other
school buildings.



Families may access the yard for pick up and drop off but social distancing is still a
requirement.



If you can encourage your child’s independence and resilience, try dropping them at
the gate and let them make their own way to their room.



Sanitizing protocols are in place in all classrooms.

Normally at this time we are planning our “Get to Know You” interviews, which are currently
scheduled for Tuesday Feb 23 but with alterations to restrictions in the past few days we are
looking at the option of moving them to an online platform instead of on-site as we had
originally scheduled. We will keep you informed as protocols change.
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In the last week of 2020 I informed our community that we were successful in obtaining a
Primary Mathematics and Science Specialist grant, which will give us a STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) Specialist teacher for the 2021/22 school
years. We received official notification earlier this week and put the job advertisement
online the same day. This position is currently advertised and we anticipate this beginning at
the start of March. As part of this appointment, the successful applicant will also run our
tutoring program in conjunction with the classroom teacher. This enhanced learning
program will be a key feature of student engagement, support and extension.
Yesterday, February 4, I met with our architects to begin the process of designing our new
learning areas. We looked at numerous options regarding landscaping, buildings, locations
and educational philosophies and then planned our meetings for the next few months. They
will work with our school council and wider community to ensure our new building is the
perfect complement to the exemplary work done by our teaching and learning staff.
We are also looking at some other building and facilities projects including fencing and
painting.
Finally, earlier this week I was informed that Trisha Brumbaugh was successful in obtaining a
Business manager’s position at Botanic Ridge PS. This is
a wonderful promotion for Trisha and an exciting
opportunity to expand her already highly accomplished
set of skills. They are currently without a Business
Manager and have asked Trisha to start next week so
today will be her last day with us. She will however
come back next week for a morning tea and suitable
recognition of her commitment to our school.

Thank you families for assisting your children to transition so smoothly back into school
routines and I look forward to catching up in the year over the coming weeks.
Kind Regards and take care,
Cameron

Student Permission Forms
This year we will not be reprinting the Student Permission Form for Local Excursions,
Media Release, PG Viewing and Head Lice inspections, or the E-Learning Code of
Conduct, where you have already signed one. If you would like more information
about the permissions, or would like to change your preferences, please find the forms
on our website or contact the office.

MPPS Calendar of Events
FEBRUARY

Monday 1 – Friday 5

Senior School Water Safety Lessons

Friday 12

Grades 3 – 6 House Swimming Carnival

Monday 22

Marine Ambassadors Dolphin Swim

Tuesday 23

“Meet the Teacher” Parent Teacher Meetings
2pm – 7pm

Friday 26th

Grades 5/6 Interschool Sport (home)

MARCH

Tuesday 2 – Friday 5

Senior School Camp

Wednesday 3

District Swimming (Eligible Senior Students)

Monday 8

Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 9

Grades 3/4 Ecolink Excursion

Friday 12

Grades 5/6 Interschool Sport (home)

Friday 19

Grades 5/6 Interschool Sport (Mordialloc)

Friday 26

Grades 5/6 Interschool Sport Gala Day

APRIL

Thursday 1

Last Day of Term 1, 2.30pm finish

Friday 2

Good Friday Public Holiday

COMMUNITY MESSAGES & ADVERTISEMENTS
The Department of Education & Early Childhood Development and Mentone Park Primary School do not endorse the products or
services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims
made by them.

